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THE ORIGIN OF ACTS 9:1-19. 



By S h a 1 l e r Mathews, 
The University of Chicago 



acts 9 : 1-19. 



1 But Saul, jv^ breath- 
ing threatening and 
slaughter against the 
disciples of the Lord, 
went unto the high 

2 priest, and asked of 
him letters to Damas- 
cus unto the syna- 
gogues, that if he 
found any that were of 
the Way, whether men 
or women, he might 
bring them bound to 



3 Jerusalem. And as he 
journeyed, it came to 
pass that he drew nigh 
unto Damascus: and 
suddenly there shone 
round about him a 
light out of heaven : 

4 and he fell upon the 
earth, and heard a 
voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why per- 

5 secutest thou me? And 
he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And he said, I 
am Jesus whom thou 



ACTS 22 : 3-21 . 

3 I am a Jew, born in 
Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
brought up in this 
city, at the feet of 
Gamaliel, instructed 
according to the strict 
manner of the law of 
our fathers, being 
zealous for God, even 
as ye all are this day: 

4 and I persecuted this 
Way unto the death, 
binding and deliver- 
ing into prisons both 

5 men and women. As 
also the high priest 
doth bear me witness, 
and all the estate of 
the elders: from 
whom also I received 
letters unto the breth- 
ren, and journeyed to 
Damascus, to bring 
them also which were 
there unto Jerusalem 
in bonds, for to be pun- 

6 ished. And it came to 
pass, that, as I made 
my journey, and drew 
nigh unto Damascus, 
about noon, suddenly 
there shone from 
heaven a great light 

7 round about me. And 
I fell unto the ground, 
and heard a voice say- 
ing unto me, Saul, 
Saul, why persecutest 



thou me? And I 
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acts 26 : 9-20. 



9 1 verily thought with 
myself, that I ought 
to do many things 
contrary to the name 
of Jesus of Nazareth. 

10 And this I also did in 
Jerusalem: and I both 
shut up many of the 
saints in prisons, hav- 
ing received authority 
from the chief priests, 
and when they were 
put to death, I gave 
my vote against them. 

1 1 And punishing them 
oftentimes in all the 
synagogues, I strove 
to make them blas- 
pheme; and being ex- 
ceedingly mad against 
them, I persecuted 
them even unto for- 

12 eign cities. Where- 
upon as I journeyed to 
Damascus with the 
authority and commis- 
sion of the chief 

1 3 priests, at midday, O 
king, I saw on the 
way a light from 
heaven, above the 
brightness of the sun, 
shining round about 
me and them that 
journeyed with me. 

14 And when we were all 
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acts 9: 1-19. 



6 persecutest : but rise, 
and enter into the city, 
and it shall be told 
thee what thou must 

7 do. And the' men that 
journeyed with him 
stood speechless, 
hearing the voice, but 
beholding no man. 

8 And Saul arose from 
the earth ; and when 
his eyes were opened, 
he saw nothing; and 
they led him by the 
hand, and brought 
him into Damascus. 

9 And he was three 
days without sight, 
and did neither eat 
nor drink. 

10 Now there was a 
certain disciple at 
Damascus, named 
Ananias ; and the 
Lord said unto him 
in a vision, Ananias. 
And he said, Behold, 

1 1 I am here, Lord. And 
the Lord said unto 
him, Arise, and go to 
the street which is 
called Straight, and 
inquire in the house 
of Judas for one 
named Saul, a man 
of Tarsus: for behold, 

1 2 he prayeth ; and he 
hath seen a man 
named Ananias com- 
ing in, and laying his 
hands on him, that he 
might receive his 



ACTS 22 :3-2I. 

answered, Who art 
thou, Lord? And he 
said unto me, I am 
Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecut- 
9 est. And they that 
were with me beheld 
indeed the light, but 
they heard not the 
voice of him that 

10 spake to me. And I 
said, What shall I do, 
Lord ? And the Lord 
said unto me, Arise, 
and go into Damascus; 
and there it shall be 
told thee of all things 
which are appointed 

11 for thee to do, And 
when I could not see 
for the glory of that 
light, being led by the 
hand of them that 
were with me, I came 

12 into Damascus. And 



one Ananias, a devout 
man according to the 
law, well reported of 
by all the jews that 
dwelt there came 
13 unto me, and standing 



ACTS 26 : 9-20. 
fallen to the earth, I 
heard a voice saying 
unto me in the Hebrew 
language, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou 
me? it is hard for thee 
to kick against the 
15 goad. And I said, 
Who art thou, Lord ? 
And the Lord said, I 
am Jesus whom thou 



16 persecutest. But arise, 
and stand upon thy 
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ACTS Q : I-IQ. 

13 sight. But Ananias 
answered, Lord, I 
have heard from 
many of this man, 
how much evil he did 
to thy saints at Jeru- 

14 salem : and here he 
hath authority from 
the chief priests to 
bind all that call upon 

15 thy name. But the 
Lord said unto him, 
Go thy way : for he 
is a chosen vessel unto 
me, to bear my name 
before the Gentiles, 
and kings, and the 
children of Israel : 

16 for I will shew him 
how many things he 
must suffer for my 

17 name's sake. And 
Ananias departed, 
and entered into the 
house ; and laying his 
hands on him said, 
Brother Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus, who 
appeared unto thee 
in the way which thou 
earnest, hath sent me, 
that thou mayest re- 
ceive thy sight, and 
be filled with the 

18 Holy Ghost. And 
straightway there fell 
from his eyes as it 
were scales, and he 
received his sight ; 
and he arose and was 

19 baptized; and he 
took food and was 
strengthened. 



acts 22 :3-2i. 



acts 26 : 9-20. 



by me said unto me, 
Brother Saul, receive 
thy sight. And in 
that very hour I 
looked up on him. 



1 4 And he said, The God 
of our fathers hath 
appointed thee to 
know his will, and to 
see the Righteous 
One, and to hear a 
voice from his mouth. 

15 For thou shalt be a 
witness for him unto 
all men of what thou 
hast seen and heard. 

16 And now why tarriest 
thou? arise, and be 
baptized, and wash 
away thy sins, calling 

17 on his name. And it 
came to pass, that, 
when I had returned 
to Jerusalem, and 
while I prayed in the 
temple, I fell into a 

18 trance, and saw him 



feet : for to this end 
have I appeared unto 
thee, to appoint thee a 
minister and a witness 
both of the things 
wherein thou hast seen 
me, and of the things 
wherein I will appear 
17 unto thee ; delivering 
thee from the people, 



and from the Gentiles, 
unto whom I send thee, 

18 to open their eyes, 
that they may turn 
from darkness to 
light, and from the 
power of Satan unto 
God, that they may 
receive remission of 
sins and an inheri- 
tance among them 
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ACTS 91I-IQ. ACTS 22:3-21. ACTS 26: 9-20. 

saying unto me, Make that are sanctified by 
haste, and get thee 19 faith in me. Where- 

quickly out of Jerusa- fore, O king Agrippa, 

lem : because they I was not disobedient 

will not receive of unto the heavenly 
thee testimony con- 

19 cerning me. And I 

said, Lord, they them- 20 vision : but declared 
selves know that I both to them of Da- 
imprisoned and beat mascus first, and at 
in every synagogue Jerusalem, and 
them that believed on throughout all the 

20 thee : and when the country of Judea, and 
blood of Stephen thy also to the Gentiles, 
witness was shed, I that they should re- 
also was standing by, pent and turn to God, 
and consenting, and doing works worthy 
keeping the garments of repentance. 

of them that slew him. 

21 And he said unto me, 
Depart : for I will send 
thee forth far hence 
unto the Gentiles. 

An examination of the portions printed in black-faced type (which 
indicates matter in a general way common to Acts 22 : 3-21 and one 
or both of the other two accounts) makes it altogether probable that the 
speech of Paul in Jerusalem was essentially the same as in 26 : 9-20 
(except that 26 : 17, 18 = 22 : 17-21). Was it also the source of the 
narrative in chap. 9 ? There is nothing added in the latter account 
except (1) the time during which Paul was blind, neither eating nor 
drinking, and (2) the details of the visit of Ananias. Among these 
details is to be noted an exact description of the residence of Paul 
(9 : 10), both as regards street and house, which recalls the equal pre- 
cision as regards Peter's address at Joppa (Acts 10 : 6, 32); the home of 
the mother of Mark in Jerusalem (Acts 12 : 10-12); the various hosts 
of Paul: (Lydia, Acts 16:15; Jason, 17:5; Titius Justus, 18:7; 
Philip, 21 : 8). It is to be noticed further that the words of Ananias to 
Paul, as found in the narrative (9:17, 18), are hardly other than those 
of 22 : 14-16, and the words heard by Ananias in his vision (19 : 15, 
16) are similar to those reported by Paul as having been spoken to 
himself by God (22:17-21). Thus the dependence of the narrative 
in chap. 9 upon the account of Paul in chap. 22 has even a stronger 
case than is shown by the type. In vs. 9 : 2 "synagogues" is clearly 
the same as "brethren" of 22 : 5 and may have been used to avoid the 
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ambiguity attaching to the latter word. It is wonderfully in keeping 
with the historical situation in chap. 22 for Paul to speak of the Jews 
as brethren and to make Jewish opinion the credentials of Ananias in 
22:12, but in the case of a narrative like that of chap. 9 it would have 
been quite otherwise. It should be noticed further that there is the 
same topical sequence in 9 : 7 and 22:9, although the details in the 
narrative are somewhat changed after the fashion of an author who 
desires to be understood by his readers. The fact that the speech 
itself is left unmodified is precisely in accordance with the devotion 
shown by the writer of the third gospel (who was also, as is generally 
admitted, the author of Acts) when using sources reporting the words 
of a speaker — a devotion that does not extend to the narrative por- 
tions of the gospel in which Luke works up his own account from older 
material. A very probable illustration of such a process is to be seen 
in 9 : 13-16, where there are, very naturally, ascribed to Ananias the 
same thoughts and the same divine reply as were Paul's in 22 : 17-21 — 
an experience to which the narrative of Acts never refers. 

It thus appears that it is possible to account almost completely for 
the editorial narrative of 9 : 1-19. Its origin is Paul's own speech, as, 
doubtless, heard and reported by the author of the "we" section — 
/. e., Luke (cf. the "we" in Acts 21 : 17, 18) — in Jerusalem. As to 
whether it was written by Luke or by a later hand, or as to whether the 
details as regards Ananias were not added by another than Luke, can 
be answered only after a detailed criticism it is not possible now to 
present. It is enough at present to call attention to what, if one takes 
the only tenable ground that the speech is more likely the older 
material, seems almost a demonstrated conclusion: Acts 9 : 1-19 is 
simply the speech of 22 : 3-21 rewritten, with a few trifling editorial 
changes and additions, in the form of a narrative told in the third 
person. 

The relations existing between the two speeches do not now come 
into consideration. That the speech of 26 : 9-20 has influenced the 
narrative of 9 : 1-19 is probable from the material printed in italics. 



